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Singing the Omega Hymn, L-R, Mordecai Walker, Ivan Tucker, Rev. James Golden,
Darryl Rouson, Harry Harvey and Rev. Watson Haynes.

Top photo: Dr. Kevin Gordon, left, and Joe Chaney
Bottom photo: Marlin Hayward and Jamal Gallon

Omega Psi Phi celebrates
54th Achievement Week program
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. held their nationally
mandated Achievement
Week program Sunday,
Nov. 13 at The Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church, where the Rev.
Frank Peterman, Jr. tends

his flock.
This program is the
culmination of a weeklong
celebration in recognition
of individuals that truly
have made a positive difference in the Tampa Bay
Area. Their commitment
to improve the lives of
their fellowman stands as
the hallmark to their generosity.

Originally designed to
promote the study of black
life and history, Achievement Week is observed in
November of each year
and is designed to seek
out and give due recognition to those individuals at
the local and international
levels who have made a
noteworthy contribution
toward improving the

Midtown Plaza struggles to stay
in business
BY ANNA WELCH
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —Going grocery
shopping for the week is a chore within
itself. Without any means of transportation, that errand often becomes an allday affair.
This situation is the reality for many
Midtown residents, and as it stands,
their fate rests in the hands of the City
of St. Petersburg, and what will become
of Tangerine Plaza, or as it is now
known, the Midtown Plaza.

The future of Tangerine Plaza
hangs in the balance.
“The plaza is very significant, especially for the elderly. They don’t have to
spend money to catch a cab, and they
can have their prescriptions filled and
cash checks all in one place,” said
Jamekka Harris, owner of Meme’s
See PLAZA, pages 11

quality of life for black
Americans.
“This is important. It’s
time to reflect on our
youth and for our youth to
see what we want you to
strive to be,” said Basileus
Bro. Ivan Tucker, as he
welcomed the crowd.
Bro. Watson Haynes
echoed Tucker’s sentiments when he expressed

how important it is to recognize our youth.
“This is important to us
because as we read the
newspaper, it tells us that
our black young men ain’t
doing nothing but having
their pants hanging down,
hanging around under a
tree somewhere not getting an education,” Haynes
said, as he helped present

students from Boca Ciega,
Gibbs and Lakewood High
Schools with certificates
that can be used in a college entrance application.
All the young men
present, and ones who
could not make it, were
recognized for maintaining at least a 3.0 grade
See FRAT, pages 8

Do black people skateboard? Part 1
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — A skate park
slated for construction next year in Campbell Park has met with some bumps in the
pavement.
A public meeting last month at the
Campbell Park Recreation Center was supposed to be simply about the design of the
skate park, but some residents seized the
chance to voice objections over its location and utility in their neighborhood.
Maria L. Scruggs, president of the
NAACP, St. Petersburg Branch, wondered
how this particular project moved forward
when the residents of the community itself were not a part of the process. Why
DJ Complex skating at
would the city invest in and support a skate
Lake Vista Park in south St. Pete.
park when there are other more pressing
socio-economic issues in the community?
“This was the only opportunity we’ve this city-funded project in Campbell Park
had as a community. We got an invitation was not one that the community wanted or
after the deal was already cut,” she stated. even requested. Councilmember Karl
Scruggs said she took exception when
See SKATE, pages 10
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring

Soul

for the

Opinion: No good reason to evict
poor children from their schools
BY REVEREND DR. RB
HOLMES

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
in eternity. My guess is these next four
years are but a small portion of eternity.
Therefore, whether you voted for
Mr. Trump or another candidate, we
will all have four years to determine
what kind of president he will be. I encourage each of us to consider that one
candidate or another does not determine our eternal presence. Rather our
eternal spirit is guided by values of humility, grace, peace, joy, love and other
qualities that will not change because
of who is in the White House. Did we
change our values over the last 8 – 12
plus years? I doubt it. So don’t change
now.

Just over a week ago, approximately one-half of citizens who voted
elected Mr. Donald Trump for President of the United States of America.
Whether you voted for him is inconsequential at this time. He is now the
elected leader of our country. Some of
you are elated about what his presidency will bring. Some of you are concerned about what his presidency
means for you and yours.
I encourage each of you to consider
the bigger picture. In the infiniteness
of God, what does a Trump presidency
mean? Each of us will answer this in
our own way. We will all have to figure
out what place the next four years has

Florida Department of Transportation - District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Five-Year Tentative Work Program for Fiscal Years 2018 - 2022
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) - District Seven, invites you to
participate in and comment on the Five-Year Tentative Work Program for projects
scheduled July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2022. The District Seven Five-Year Tentative
Work Program includes upcoming planning activities, preliminary engineering, right
of way acquisition, construction, public transportation projects planned by FDOT
and Florida Turnpike Enterprise projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco,
and Pinellas Counties. Select local government projects are also included.
There are four ways you can participate:
• Beginning Monday, December 12, 2016, go to www.D7wpph.com to view the
Work Program documents, presentations, maps, and submit comments.
• If you do not have access to the internet, you can use a computer at your local
public library during the library’s regular operating hours.
• FDOT representatives will be available Wednesday, December 14, 2016 from
4 pm – 6 pm at the following locations:
Citrus County Inverness Government Center – City Council Chambers
212 W. Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450
Hernando County Hernando County Public Library
238 Howell Ave., Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County Hillsborough County Center
601 E Kennedy Blvd, 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33602
Pasco County West Pasco Government Center
8731 Citizens Dr, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County Pinellas County Government Center
310 Court St, Clearwater, FL 33756
• FDOT representatives are also available from 8 am – 5 pm, December 12 – 16,
at the Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven headquarters located at 11201 N. McKinley, Tampa, FL 33612. To schedule a meeting, contact
Chris Speese at (813) 975-6405.
Comments can be submitted three ways:
• www.D7wpph.com website: Click link to submit a comment
• US Mail: address comments to Ed McKinney, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500, Tampa, FL 33612
• Email: send comments to D7wpph@dot.state.fl.us.

In January of this
year, the day after his father’s holiday, I shared a
stage in Tallahassee with
Martin Luther King III.
Over 10,000 people stood
before us, most of them
minorities. Many had
travelled all night from all
corners of the state to
send a message to the
Florida teachers union:
Don’t get between me
and my child.
Technically,
they
were there to fight the
lawsuit the union filed to
kill the Florida tax credit
scholarship. The program is serving 94,000
children from low income families, including
24,000 in Central Florida.
Over thirty percent of the
children are black.
But the issue is bigger than the suit. The
vast majority of us agree
parents have the right to
determine the educational destiny of their
children. This isn’t a matter of politics. It’s a matter
of
fundamental
decency.
So why does the
union persist with its
suit? It has been rebuffed
twice now, first in circuit
court and then in appeals
court. Both said the
union couldn’t provide
any evidence to back its
claims of harm to public
schools. Yet the union
presses on with an appeal
to the Florida Supreme
Court.
Search in vain for an
answer that has anything
to do with helping children.
The union insists the
scholarship is an end-run
around the 2006 Florida
Supreme Court ruling
that found the state’s first
K-12 voucher unconstitutional. Never mind that
scholarship was created
in 2001. Never mind, too,
that a tax credit scholarship isn’t a voucher. It’s
funded by corporate contributions, not government
money
–
a
distinction three state
supreme courts and the

Para Preguntas en Español: Valoramos la opinion del püblico sobre este proyecto. Si usted tiene preguntas
o comentarios o si simplemente desea mas informacion en Español, favor ponerse en contacto la senoria
Sandra Gonzalez al teléfono (813) 975-6096.
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We even give vouchers to
special needs children to
attend private, faith
based schools. Why is
the union trying to kill
the one program that
serves poor children of
color? A program that
serves just 3 percent of
our state’s K12 population, but its most vulnerable? Some districts, to
their credit, recognize
that we need to move
away from uniformity
and towards customization. In Dade County,
over 60% of K12 student
funded by the taxpayers
do not attend their zoned
pubic school.
Thankfully, more people see through the
smokescreens. Over 200
black and Latino ministers from around the
state have formally denounced the suit. The
union’s former communications director wrote in
the Tallahassee Democrat last month that he
was no longer proud of
the organization. With its
attack on the scholarship, he wrote, it was
now engaged “in the immoral equivalent of a war
on children.”
All these poor parents
want is the power to do
what families of means
do every day—the power
to find the best school for
their children.
Why
would anybody deny
them?
Rev. Dr. R.B. Homes
is the pastor of Bethel
Missionary
Baptist
Church in Tallahassee,
and a member of the
Save Our Scholarships
Coalition.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

Comments must be submitted, or postmarked, by December 27, 2016 to become
part of the official record.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability
or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities
Act or persons who require translation services (at no charge) should contact Chris Speese at (813) 9756405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.

U.S. Supreme Court
have all found to be
legally significant.
The union insists the
scholarship
drains
money from public
schools. The claim is
baseless. No less than
seven independent fiscal
impact studies have
found the program saves
taxpayer money that can
be reinvested in public
schools. Not a single
study has found otherwise.
The truth is, school
districts will be financially harmed if the union
wins. The value of a
scholarship, $5,886, is
roughly 60 percent of
per-pupil costs for public
schools. So how will districts pay for a flash flood
of 94,000 students? The
scholarship children are
geographically concentrated in areas of poverty.
How will Dade County
absorb 24,000 children in
a day? Just two contiguous zip codes alone in Orange County have over
2,000 scholarship children. That district will be
in chaos if the union prevails.
Despite the union’s
talking points, the scholarship has nothing to do
with a mythical plot to
privatize, and everything
to do with expanding opportunity. Nearly 70 percent of scholarship
students are black or Hispanic. Their average family income is $24,000 a
year. Nearly a decade’s
worth of test data shows
us they were typically the
lowest performers in
their
prior
public
schools, but are now
making solid progress.
This program isn’t a
threat to public education—it’s a part of it.
Forty years ago “public
education” meant one
thing:
district
run
schools assigned to you
by your zip code. But
every child is different.
Today, public education
takes many forms—district run magnets, charters, virtual schools, dual
enrollment with colleges.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LARGO
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
FY 2017-2018

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
The City of Largo is now accepting proposals from individuals and organizations for
funding through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD)
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program for fiscal year 2017-2018
(October 2017-September 2018). In addition to projects that address housing and special needs, home buyer education, and economic development activities, the City of
Largo may also support projects that address community needs before, during and
after natural disasters. To be eligible for funding, proposals must meet one of the following national objectives for the CDBG program:
(1) Activities benefiting low and moderate income person(s);
(2) Activities which address the prevention or elimination of slum and blight; or
(3) Activities designed to meet community development needs having a particular
urgency; and
(4) The project must serve and/or benefit City of Largo residents.
The City of Largo's CDBG entitlement award in FY 2016-2017 was $460,913. The
FY 2017-2018 entitlement is estimated to be the same as FY 2016-2017, until further
notification is received from HUD. Proposals will be evaluated based upon an individual or organization addressing the City's CDBG Program Objectives and the
adopted Housing Goals which are identified in the application packet.
Interested parties are requested to call or write the City of Largo Community Development Department, P.O. Box 296, Largo, FL 33779-0296, (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212,
for an application package. The application is also available on the City of Largo's
website (www.largo.com/housing). Proposals must be received no later than 5:00 p.m.
on January 30, 2017.
Notice of awards will be made once the FY 2017-2018 CDBG Annual Action Plan has
been approved by the City Commission (tentatively scheduled for August 2017, with
funding available beginning October 1, 2017.
CITY OF LARGO
Diane Bruner, CMC
City Clerk
(By Arrow Woodard)
CITY OF LARGO
COMBINED PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING AND COMMENT PERIOD
FY 2015-2016 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE &
EVALUATION REPORT
AND
PUBLIC HEARING
FY 2017-2018 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
(CDBG) PRE-PLANNING MEETING
Notice is hereby provided that the City of Largo's Community Development Advisory
Board will hold a meeting on December 12, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. at the following location:
Largo City Hall Community Room
201 Highland Avenue
Largo, Florida 33770
The meeting agenda includes:
• Public Hearing for the City of Largo's 2015-2016 Consolidated Annual Performance & Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the federally-funded CDBG Program
• Public Hearing/Pre-Planning Meeting-Obtain public input on the use of FY 20172018 CDBG funding
Meeting Accommodations:
The City of Largo is committed to providing reasonable accommodation for meeting
access and communication for persons with disabilities and non-English speaking persons. Anyone needing assistance or further information with regard to this meeting
should contact the City of Largo’s Community Development Department a minimum
of 2 days prior to the meeting by calling (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212 or the Library TDD
line at (727) 587-6778. Para solicitar un traductor, llame al (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212.
CAPER Available for Review & Public Comment:
A draft CAPER will be made available through December 19, 2016 for public review
and comment prior to its submission to HUD no later than December 31, 2016. The
report is available at the locations listed below, and the City of Largo's website
(www.largo.com/housing):
Largo City Hall
Largo Public Library
Community Development Department
Reference Desk
201 Highland Avenue
120 Central Park Drive
Largo, FL 33770
Largo, FL 33771
Comments or questions regarding the CAPER are to be submitted in writing to the
following address by December 19, 2016 at 3:00 pm:
City of Largo
Community Development Dept.
Attn: Arrow Woodard
P.O. Box 296
Largo, FL 33779-0296
Fax: (727) 587-6765
E-mail: housing@largo.com

C onneCt W ith U s !
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Where are the voices of Midtown in the Tropicana Field redevelopment?
Photo by: Caitlin Clem, Neighborhood News Bureau
BY ERIN MURPHY
Neighborhood News Bureau

“Imagine if you woke up
one day, and you found out
that every part of your
neighborhood was going to
be destroyed. [Imagine]
your childhood home, your
parents grew up there; the
church or the synagogue or
the institutions of worship
that you had - they’re gone,
they’re going to be gone,”
said Jim Schnur, the head of
special collections and university archives at the USF
St. Petersburg Nelson Poynter Memorial Library.
Demolition of the Gas
Plant
For residents of the
neighborhood known as the
Gas Plant district, this destruction wasn’t something
imagined; it was a reality.
The Gas Plant community
was demolished in the early
1980s to make way for Tropicana Field.
“They’ve kinda built
over people,” said Kenneth
Roberts, the kitchen manager at Chief’s Creole Cafe.
Although some might
regard the site in St. Petersburg where the Trop now
rests as the home of the
Tampa Bay Rays, others still
remember the rich history
that lies beneath it.
“The school [my grandmother] went to as a child
used to be there,” said
Jayson James, a resident of
Midtown. “It’s no longer
there because they put the
stadium there. You know,
many of the churches in the
area, in the black community, originated there [but]
are no longer there because
[that’s where] they put the
stadium.”
A community forced
to move
Even though the construction of Tropicana Field

did, in some ways, bring
new life to the city according
to some, the stadium was a
catalyst for a lot of the rebirth of downtown St. Petersburg, but to many in
Midtown it remains a point
of contention.
“Tropicana Field [tends]
to leave a bad taste in [the]
mouths of many of the residents of [Midtown],” said
Terri Lipsey Scott, the chair
of the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum. “It was sold
under the pretense of providing jobs and economic
development for a community, [but] African Americans lost their homes and
were never able to recover
as landowners.”
The fact is, when the
Trop moved in, many people were forced to move out.
“You got people moving;
you got to take up your
house and your furniture
and your belongings, and
you gotta be disrupted, because now you’ve got to find
a place to stay,” said
Roberts. “You’ve got all that
pressure, got your mom,
that single parent trying to
figure out where she’s going
to move four kids on the
money she’s making.”
In spite of these concerns, families, friends and
neighbors were forced to
leave, their homes were forgotten, their community demolished.
“You have the entire
footprint of a former community, a former neighborhood,” said Schnur. “A lot of
the people who lived there
were forced to disrupt their
lives and move somewhere
else.”
Redevelopment
Now, three decades
later, it is the Tropicana
Field that is in talks to move

“somewhere else.”
HKS Architects, the
group hired by the city to
create a master plan for the
site’s redevelopment, began
the process during the summer. Now, according to one
report by the Tampa Bay
Times the city expects to
have the plan ready within a
month’s time.
“We were hired by the
City of St. Petersburg to develop a Concept Master
Plan with the goal of enticing the Rays to stay on this
site,” said HKS Vice President Julie Hiromoto in an
email interview. “This first
phase of work essentially
documents a Vision for the
site, to help everyone understand the community, economic development and
quality of life potential for
this very special site. It is
hard to conceive the full impact this City-owned property could have when
people are confronted daily
by a massive sea of (mostly
empty) asphalt,” added Hiromoto.
Although the Rays have
yet to decide whether to stay
or go, the city has already
decided that I-175 will remain.
“We were asked by our
client to remove this strategy from the Concept Master Plan,” said Hiromoto.
“That doesn’t mean it won’t
eventually happen, but it
was determined that we
should make the plan work
now without removing I175.”
The voices of Midtown
As
redevelopment
nears, the residents of Midtown are still concerned that
their voices may be
trumped by economic interests once more.
“The conversation about

what to do with the site
should take special consideration of the people who
were impacted last time big
decisions were made,” said
Schnur. “One of the things
that’s often forgotten is that
the people who lived [in the
Gas Plant district] when
there were conversations
about urban renewal, didn’t
have much say at all.”
According to Hiromoto,
the redevelopment process
began in the summer, starting with six weeks of public
outreach, engagement, and
listening.
“[The process] included
three large format public
meetings: at the Coliseum,
at Campbell Park Rec Center, and an additional meeting organized by Imam
Askia Aquil at SPC Midtown,” she said. “[Aquil]
also encouraged the attendees to self-organize and reminded them of the
community’s responsibility
to make their collective
voices heard.”
But meetings aside,
many in Midtown may still
be wary that their voices will
not be considered when decisions are made.
“I’m not so much a
stakeholder, but [I] have a
voice,” said Roberts. “But
how’s [voicing my opinion]
going to help me? My community? My situation, my
store, my housing? [How’s
this going to] affect my children growing up - the park
that’s right here, are you
going to tear it down to
make way for this? How is it
going to affect me then?”
All of the community
feedback received is documented by the HKS team,
according to Hiromoto.
“We [have] heard several stories of broken promises,” she said. “It is

Tropicana Field, known as “The Dome” to locals,
rests on the bones of the Gas Plant community,
which was torn down in the ’80s to make way for
the Trop. Midtown residents have raised
concerns about the decisions regarding the
stadium’s redevelopment.
important to learn from the
past and aspire towards the
future. We have an amazing
opportunity to do things the
right way on this site. The
local authenticity of St. Petersburg, history, culture
and the Gas Plant neighborhood are very important to
the diversity, vitality, and
success of the project.”
A debt to the community
Residents of Midtown
are concerned that the
preservation of their history
may not translate to protection and respect for the actual people that built that
history. A project of this
magnitude could easily
cause rent and property
prices to soar, forcing the
community to move once
more.
“I would like to know
what they are going to do
with it in conjunction with
the existing community and
the community that they removed when they built the
Tropicana Field,” said
James. “What are you going
to do? [Don’t] just acknowledge the history of the area,
but [ingrain] that in everything that’s done in the
area.”

The decision to keep I175 in the Concept Master
Plan may feel like a bad
metaphor to some. Keeping
the interstate means keeping the physical barrier that
divides the African-American communities of Midtown from the Trop and the
downtown
surrounding
area. Instead of tearing it
down and uniting the people
of St. Petersburg, keeping
the interstate could potentially perpetuate misconceptions about a community
that has already endured so
much.
“Midtown is like life because I’ve lived in Midtown
or here in Methodist Town
all my life,” said James.
“That’s what I know. People
outside the community have
this misconception of Midtown that it’s some big, bad,
dangerous area. Midtown is
life; it’s my life. It’s my neighborhood. It’s my family.”
According to Scott, it
was recently written in a
local paper that there is a 30year debt that is due to the
African American community.
“I can’t agree more. I’m
fearful to think what we
might entertain,” said Scott.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Veterans helping veterans
BY SKYLA LUCKEY
Contributor

ST. PETETSBURG –
It’s difficult for many veterans to seek help after
they’ve lived through
traumatic experiences in
the military. They have
played the role of protector, so when the tables
are turned, asking for
help can create a challenge. However, WestCare Veteran Mentoring
Program is there to help
veterans through difficult period in their lives.
WestCare, a national
non-profit organization
that focuses on treating
mental illness and drug
addictions, has partnered with Pinellas Veterans Treatment Court.
The aim of this special
court is to help veterans
deal with their current
criminal charges and
stop them from getting
into further trouble.
It’s also designed to
help with substance
abuse or mental health
issues that might have
caused or contributed to
their legal problems.
Only veterans charged
with misdemeanors and
certain felonies, such as
drug-related charges,
burglary, grand theft and
battery may qualify.
Lonnie Winbush, a
WestCare representative
and marine veteran, travels around Tampa Bay to
recruit veteran mentors.
He speaks to a variety of
military/veteran organizations about the benefits of veterans who
mentor other veterans.
He recently shared with
student veterans at the
University of South
Florida St. Petersburg
about its benefits.

Oliver receives the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Award for 33 years of educating
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

Lonnie Winbush
“For a veteran to
mentor a veteran, it’s as
if he’s your brother in
arms. He’s crossed the
same ground that you’ve
crossed, maybe not the
same place but he’s been
there and he’s seen the
military
community,”
Winbush said, whose
has worked at WestCare
for almost two years. “He
knows how it’s talked
about, knows what goes
on, knows how it works,
so this is why it’s much
easier for a veteran to
mentor a veteran.”
The treatment program is open to men and
women veterans who
qualify. He recruits both
male and females so
there are a variety of
mentors for individuals
needing help.

To become a mentor,
a volunteer must be a
military veteran and willing to give a certain
amount of weekly hours
to a veteran who seeks
help. Once a volunteer
veteran is assigned to a
mentee in the program,
some of their duties will
be to call a veteran just to
ask how they are doing,
sitting with them, listening to his or her frustrations and being there for
them when a shoulder is
needed to cry on.
actively
WestCare
seeks mentors, and if
you are a veteran who
would like to give back to
other veterans through
this program, contact
Lonnie Winbush at 727490-6769 ext. 30304.

ST. PETERSBURG —
James Oliver is the 2016
recipient of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Award presented by the Florida Education Association at their
annual Human and Civil
Rights Awards Luncheon
held last month. He was
honored for 33 years as a
stellar educator in Pinellas
County Schools, and for
developing several innovative programs that have
been utilized throughout
the county.
Oliver’s first introduction to children’s programs
was when he tagged along
with his father who
worked as a recreational
leader at Campbell Park.
Incidentally, his father,
James Oliver Sr., played for
the Negro League Baseball team the Indianapolis
Clowns. The Clowns were
owned by the same owner
as the Harlem Globetrotters, and also incorporated
comedic moves on the
playing field.
Oliver graduated Gibbs
High School class of 1958
and then attended Morehouse College in Atlanta.
He credits that institution
with molding his vision
and shaping his life forever.
“Morehouse
introduced me to a world that I
had little knowledge of
until that point,” he said.
Oliver graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in history, but came away with
so much more. “I discovered more of the need for
the community.”
Oliver began his teach-

ing career at the former
16th Street Junior High
School, now known as
John Hopkins Middle
School, in 1963. Through
the years he worked at
many facilities, ending his
career at Harris Tips Teen
Parent Program in 1996.
He has founded several
programs that addressed
the educational needs and
issues of students, such as
Beta, which was a drug
prevention program for
middle school students.
“They were courses for
self-esteem, communication skills and skills for refusing drugs,” Oliver
explained. “Transactional
analysis, making adult decisions.”
He also introduced
them to classical art and
music to broaden their life
experiences,
and
instructed them in golf and
tennis because he believes
that “individual sports depend on individual efforts.”
Stars, was a program
he launched at Mt. Zion
Human Services for middle school boys to avoid
domestic violence. “Teen
violence is escalating and
boys as young as 14 or 15
talk about slapping women
around,” Oliver said.
He developed a pilot
at
Morgan
program
Fitzgerald Middle School
to prevent school dropouts
called the Model School
Achievement Program. In
this self-contained classroom, most of the children
suffered with similar issues, such as absenteeism,
health issues, most had a
least one parent who’d
dropped out of school and
many
were
hunger.
“Hunger is really impact-

ing our kids,” he stated.
Oliver is a firm believer
in alternative teaching
where each child is taught
the way they learn best:
auditory, tactile or visually.
Currently mentoring
students at Melrose Elementary School, Oliver
continues to be an advocate for programs that assist students to realize
their full potential while
navigating through the difficult pre-teen and teen
years. He is now developing a new initiative called
Community Mentoring
Program, a program he
hopes will bring together
children and a one-on-one
mentor.
He continues fighting
for children because he realizes that they are challenged by family issues,
academic obstacles and violence.
Nominated by the
Pinellas County Teachers
Associated, Oliver said he
just wanted to enhance the
students culturally, spirituality and educationally.
“In the classroom you
can open their minds. I
like watching them succeed.”
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Mt. Pilgrim Missionary honors veterans
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church held its
seventh annual tribute to
local veterans at Childs
Park Recreation Center
last Saturday, Nov. 11.
Mt. Pilgrim, along with
other churches, recognizes the veterans in our
community by showing
their appreciation for their
service and giving back to
the community with a family and friends fun day.
The Pirate Brigade of
The Boca Ciega High
School JROTC kicked off
the ceremony with the
presentation of the colors.
Coordinated by Minister Raymond Hicks of Mt.
Pilgrim, who served more
than 20 years in the military, the afternoon saw
guess speakers, games,
prizes, health screening
for vets and their families,
information to help veterans, free haircuts and
music, music, music.
“It’s an honor to have
said
guest
served,”
speaker Damian Marquith. As captain of a company of New York National

Guardsmen from the 101st
Cavalry, he and his battalion were deployed to
Bosnia during an insurgency in the mid-1990s. A
decade later he led a coordinated military operations effort with a battalion
of Iraqi soldiers to secure
Bagdad from insurgents’
weapons that were maiming American troops and
Iraqi people in 2005.
As Marquith looked at
the people listening to him
at the gathering, he said
he “had a hard time accepting when people come
up and say thank you” because he still felt he had
not done enough to serve
his country.
Master of Ceremony
Reverend Leroy Kirkland
took time after the program to share an experience that would shape the
modus operandi of future
attack methods against Allied Forces in the Middle
East for the next two
decades.
“We had been stopping
scud missiles aimed at
Saudi Arabia, but one of
them got through,” said
Kirkland who lost 19 service troops under his supervision.

The American soldiers
were housed in Khobar
Towers where multiple
military personnel and
civilians from various
countries stayed while on
tour in the Eastern
Province.
“It’s grace and mercy
that I wasn’t there when
the Scud hit, but if it had
been my choice, after
going in afterwards, I
think I would have rather
been in the barracks with
them.”
Kirkland’s experience
of shock and grief was felt
by many civilian and service personnel on that
dreadful day back in June
25, 1996.
“It was closing in on
the first anniversary year
of my marriage, and I was
working as an ESOL Instructor for the Saudi Consolidated
Electric
Company. I was sitting in
my favorite community
restaurant in downtown Al
Khobar when the scud
missile struck. Several of
us in the restaurant fell out
of our chairs and the
owner and servers told us
to go outside immediately.
As soon as I got outside, I looked south and

saw the reddish-orange
plume of smoke slowly rising from the devastation
about three to five miles to
the south of us. The first
thing I thought about was
my wife and daughter in
St. Petersburg over 8,000
miles away. I knew my wife
would hear the news
within hours. After the
frantic scurry to get international communications
back up and running, I
reached a panicked wife
and family when I spoke to
them the following day
from my job in Dammam,
Saudi Arabia.”
Hearing Kirkland’s account touched an empathetic nerve for his
feelings of despair. Sometimes it seems unfair that
one might escape a
tragedy only to have to
ponder the question:
“Lord, why me?”
After the ceremony
was over, lunch was being
served directly from the
grill. Several artists including the Edifyd Praisers
mime duo performed and
rounded out the remainder of the afternoon.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Denise and Damian Marquith
with Raymond Hicks
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Omega at the forefront: Fulfilling its legacy
FRAT, from front page

point average.
This year’s Citizen of
the Year Award was
awarded to Dr. Kevin
Gordon, provost of St. Petersburg College Midtown and Downtown
campuses. Each year a
committee chooses a person who has demonstrated a commitment to
their community beyond
the scope of their jobs.
“Your education is
probably the most important thing you will be able
to attain in your lifetime,”
Gordon said to the high
school students. “One
thing that you can be certain of is your education.
If you put that first that
will put you in a position
to handle whatever the
future brings to us.”
Bro. Harry Harvey
presented recently retired Colonel Richard
Swoope the Colonel
Charles Young Military
Award. This is the second year in row he has
won for his tireless efforts within the Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, no

matter where he is in the
world.
The Omega Superior
Service Award was
awarded to Bro. Myron
Mills, who has been a
member of the Eto Rho
Chapter for 25 years. Fifteen of those years he
has led their youth program, which has more
than 200 young men in
grades 6-12.
The Omega Man of
the Year Award is only
given to a brother who
embodies the four cardinal principals of the fraManhood,
ternity:
Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift. His dedication to the fraternity
must be surpassed by no
other, and his dedication
to the community must
be stellar. This year’s
award was given to Bro.
Jamal Gallon.
Foot Solider Awards
were given to Bro. Marlin
Heyward, Bro. Glenn Bailey, Bro. Joe Chaney, Bro.
Jack Skipper and Bro.
Javan Turner for helping
Tucker do his job

Your
Family
Vision
Center

throughout the year as
chapter president.
Keynote speaker for
the evening was the incomparable Rev. James
Golden, Esquire from the
Mt. Zion AME Church in
the Port Tampa neighborhood. He imparted
sage wisdom to the
young men and women
in the audience, words
that they will be able to
lean on for the rest of
their lives.
“On a night like
tonight, if the people you
think are your friends are
not here, they ain’t got
much friendship in
them,” Rev. Golden said.
“All your friends won’t be
black, and all your enemies won’t be white, but
your job is to provide uplift for them all.”
Achievement
Week
Committee includes: Watson Haynes, Joe Chaney,
Harry Harvey, Frank
Brunson, Javan Turner,
Rod Green, Frank Peterman, Jr. and James Jackson, Jr.
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Students from Boca Ciega High School

Students from Gibbs High School

Students from Lakewood High School
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Could new skate park bring economic opportunities?
SKATE, from front page

Nurse addressed how the
city funded the proposed
skate park.
“We have a fund in the
city called the Weeki
Wachee Fund,” Nurse explained, adding that it can
only be used for recreational projects.
The council meetings
for such proposed projects—including the Campbell Park skate park—
were all open to the public
and allowed anyone to
speak, Nurse pointed out.
Any proposed project requires at least five votes by
the council members for it
to move forward.
“So the public got five
opportunities to say
whether they wanted this
or not,” Nurse said.
Scruggs said the community is willing to welcome anyone, but city
council should support the
people who are already
here.
“This has been a project that we’ve been talking
about for a very long time
at this point,” explained
Mike Jefferies, director of
Parks and Recreation.
“We’ve had many meetings, we’ve had several
council meetings, we’ve
had several workshops already.”
He added: “If you’re
going to build a park you
want to build a skate park
that was good enough for
competitions and if it’s
good enough for competitions, I can also make the
economic development argument.”
Former Councilmember Wengay Newton
pointed out that the skate
park was initially proposed
for such various locations
around the city as Albert
Whitted Park, the Tyrone
area, Spa Beach and 22nd
Street. He said the project
“went all over the place before it landed in Campbell
Park.” The funds had already been set aside before
a location had even been
chosen. Newton himself

had supported a new rubber track for Gibbs High
School over the skate park.
Scruggs continued to
voice her displeasure: “We
have been involved in a
three-year
planning
process with the CRA,” she
said. “There was absolutely
not one issue brought up
about a skate park. And
then for $1 million to show
up to support the skate
park?”
Scruggs said it didn’t
matter how many places
they initially looked at to
build the skate park, it
ended up in a neighborhood without the support
of its residents.
Coy LaSister, president
of the Campbell Park
Neighborhood Association, argued that the skate
park can be an excellent
benefit to the community,
as it will bring brings jobs
and contract opportunities
to the area.
“People come to me
and they ask me, ‘How can
I participate in this project?
What kind of jobs can I get
in terms of construction of
this project?’”
Young people, he said,
have shown interest in
learning to skateboard or
even participating in skate
competitions.
Yet Scruggs remained
skeptical, and though she
offered support of the project overall, insisted that it
should not have found a
home in Campbell Park.
“I believe that we need
to be putting the money
into resources that are
going to help build and
help this community,” she
said.
DJ Complex, a software
engineer in his early 30s,
has been skateboarding
since he was a boy living in
New York City. He admitted he would use the skate
park himself, but wondered if many others in the
black
predominantly
neighborhood would.
“Why did they build
this here?” he questioned.

Maria Scruggs voicing her concerns.

“I don’t know if people in
this community will really
take advantage of that,” he
said. “Why not spend that
money and do something
that people in this community will actually use?”
Complex said that
thinking outside the sports
box might have been another way to go, as he speculated a new technology
center might be beneficial
to young people. Citing the
schedules of many working class people, he added
that a lot of them don’t have
the opportunity to attend
many city council meetings, where their voices
could’ve been heard about
the feasibility of the skate
park being built in that
area.
“It’s just a weird place
to put a skate park,” he
said. “I would have liked
some community input. It’s
interesting how it just
popped up. I understand
they have council meetings
and they can be seen on
the city channel at like 2
a.m.”
However,
residents
can’t voice their opinions
when watching at home,
and if you are a Bright
House customer, you can
only view the city’s channel
if you have digital cable, not
analog.
DJ Complex said the
city needs to be more
proactive about informing
the neighborhoods, and
suggested more online visibility and leaflets in the
water bill. He pointed to the
recycling campaigned that
took place last summer.
“Maybe they should
roll out a campaign for just
more public awareness on
city activities,” he said. “At
the end of the day, it’s a
good thing. It’s a place
where kids can come. It’s a
positive thing and I won’t
deny that, but it’s just interesting how it happened.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

DJ Complex
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Struggles for south side shopping center
PLAZA, from front page

Beauty Gallery in the
plaza.
History of a struggle
Before 2005 when residents of Midtown worked
with the City of St. Petersburg to bring a Sweetbay
Supermarket into the
plaza, the area had only
convenience stores and
meat markets. A supermarket was a luxury this
area could not afford, and
the closest one was Albertson’s on 54th Avenue
South or the Super Walmart on 34th Street South
and 35th Avenue, a distance too far to walk.
Having a Sweetbay
close to home marked a
turning point for the community, bringing Midtown
residents a grocery store
that they could call their
own, and showing the financial
improvements
and advancements being
made in their community.
However, Sweetbay officials claimed that the
store in Midtown was underperforming in January
2013, and pulled the plug
on their store in the Midtown Plaza in February
2013, leaving the plaza
without a supermarket for
seven months, as Mark
Puentes reported in the
Tampa Bay Times.
“[I believe] theft was
an issue when Sweetbay
closed,” said Sam Carter,
an employee of Fresh Nation Clothing, a store that
has been in the plaza for
eight years.
The Midtown Plaza
has faced numerous hardships since its opening.
From Sweetbay leaving in
2013 and residents having
to convince the city to
help bring a Walmart
Neighborhood Market to
fill the space, to the latest
issue of foreclosure on

the shopping center, it
has not been an easy road
for the plaza or for the residents in Midtown to
travel.
The biggest issue affecting the plaza may be
the fact that residents
have found expired food
products still sitting on
the shelves. After concerns were brought to the
attention of the Neighborhood News Bureau, a trip
to the Neighborhood
Market in October ended
with the purchase of expired gluten-free pancake
mix, with a date of June
17, 2016.
“When you go into
Walmar t, you expect
cer tain things. Sweetbay had more of a selection and a better one,”
said Melanie Rubin, a
customer in the plaza.
The Neighborhood
News
Bureau
also
reached out to Walmart
regarding the issue of expired food in their store.
“We’ll continue addressing this matter to
make sure our customers
have access to the freshest products, and we encourage them to speak to
a store manager about
concerns they may have,”
said Charles Crowson,
senior manager of National Media Relations for
Walmart.
Current concerns
The conflict surrounding the Midtown Plaza
makes its way into the
shops located within the
plaza itself, where numerous storeowners expressed their concern,
and customers requested
nothing more than more
attention paid to the
stores.
Jamekka Harris, who
has owned and operated

Meme’s Beauty Gallery
since 2007, said her business began to struggle
during the period where
there was no supermarket
in the plaza. Most of her
clientele comes from
walk-ins, those that are
shopping for groceries
and decide to drop into
other shops. Without an
anchor store, the number
of walk-ins diminished.
Since then, the rent has
continued to increase.
“Two thousand fivehundred dollars is
steep, and people can’t
af ford it. Come Januar y, if there is no difference, I may be out of
here too,” said Harris.
Harris is not the only
owner experiencing an increase in rent without explanation. Carter also
expressed his concerns
on the matter, stating that
he did not receive a notice
explaining why the cost of
rent would jump about
$800 at the beginning of
2016.
In response to concerns about rent, City
Councilmember
Steve
Kornell said small businesses should look towards The Greenhouse,
an organization that
caters to small businesses, helping to give
them the resources to
thrive in the local economy. However, due to loss
of employees, Greenhouse has not been able
to get back into Midtown.
“We want to retool our
efforts… We want to be
more involved on a consistent basis,” said Claude
Williams, the director of
The Greenhouse.
The situation may not
be as bad as it seems,
however. The manager of
Sexy Lady Beauty Supply

for the past three years,
who requested to be
called “Sam,” had only
positive things to say
about the plaza and his experiences.
“It is safer here [than
his previous location], the
plaza has been better
since the Walmart Neighborhood Market was put
in. It is much better now,”
said Sam.
Future of the plaza
Even with mounting
concerns from customers
and storeowners, it seems
that no change will be
made by the city.
In August, the Tampa
Bay Times reported the
city council voted unanimously to spend $2.2 million to protect the tax
dollars that have already
been invested in the
plaza. Proceeding a foreclosure auction, the city
has become sole owners
of the property. The ultimate fate of Midtown
Plaza rests in their hands,
and according to Kornell,
the hands of the business
owners currently located
in the center.
“We want to make
sure our investment of tax
dollars is protected and
that the grocery store
stays,” said Kornell. “The
issue is they deserve a
grocery store, and we
need to help them develop.”
Kornell explained that
his vision is for the entire
area of Midtown to become an “African American cultural district.” He
stressed that the last
thing he wants to see is
Midtown become just like
downtown St. Petersburg
because the people living
in Midtown have a history
of their own and arts that
are entirely different than

Bisquick Gluten Free Mix that expired June 17,
2016, was purchased October 19, 2016.
what is seen at Vinoy
Park or along Central Avenue.
“Anytime you lose an
anchor; smaller businesses will struggle. It’s a
balancing act; the city
needs to help, but the free
market also needs to be
able to do its own thing,”
Kornell said.
For residents of Midtown, it is about more
than a supermarket. Having a supermarket in the
shopping center and close
to their homes is indeed
beneficial, but the opening of the plaza was a symbol of the growing
community
and
the
wealth that could be
found in Midtown.

“We have to keep it affordable for people. We
don’t want someone else
coming in and reaping the
benefits, or to bring a bulldozer to the small businesses,” said Kornell.
A supermarket under
fire, local business owners struggling and a community left to fend for
themselves; the Midtown
Plaza has had a rough
road. The future of the
plaza and the community
should be decided by
those living in Midtown, a
point that Kornell agrees
with, stating that he wants
the people who have lived
in the community for
decades to benefit, not
outside corporations.
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HEALTH AND BEAUTY
Wearable art with designer Sonia Noel
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
On the heels of Guyana
Fashion Week, founder and
fashion designer extraordinaire Sonia Noel flew in to
St. Pete to share her one-ofa-kind designs with the
folks on the Deuces.
Last month Noel visited
Gallerie 909 to show off her
Caribbean and South
American influenced wearable art. This self-taught
clothing artist has travelled
the world over with her designs, including London,
Toronto, Spain and all
through the Caribbean and
the United States.
Born in Guyana, Noel
said designing is in her
DNA. As a young girl she
would teach her friends
how to make doll clothing
and would display her scarf
wrapping skills as far back
as primary school.
“They would always
come to me,” said Noel. “I
really enjoyed it.”
Her mother was a
seamstress
and
her
youngest aunt was, and will
always be, a fashionista.
“Oh my God she could
dress. When I was a
teenager, all the things that
couldn’t fit her anymore I
would get,” she said. “I was
loving it.”
At 11 years old, she
donned her own designs at
a junior pageant and placed
first runner up. It was then
she started advising family
and friends. Once she became a teacher, she implemented school programs
that centered on fashion.
Co-workers wouldn’t think
about stepping out to an
event without getting her
advice.
“Everybody thought I
had all the fashion answers.

I love it. I really found my
purpose,” she said, crediting
God for her natural talent.
Noel’s uses fashion as a
platform to influence and
send messages to the
younger
generations.
Whether it’s talking about
the environment, domestic
abuse or breast cancer, she
uses fashion as a way to
bring awareness to issues.
“Everybody is interested in fashion one way or
the other,” she said. “I say
to people fashion is beyond
the runway. Some view it as
trivial stuff, girls are
dressed nice and walk the
runway, but there is deeper
meaning behind it.”
Even the models she
uses for Guyana Fashion
week, Noel wants to them
to go on a journey of selfdevelopment before walking the catwalk.
“We do a lot of classes
with them to talk about getting them to be a better person in the workplace, or
whatever, so that they will
function better in society,”
she said. “It has to beyond
the surface; it has to be
deeper. I interact a lot with
young people and I try to
impart in them a positive
outlook on life.”
Noel has traveled extensively with her designs. She
met Gallerie 909 owner
Carla Bristol in New York a
few months ago, and they
hit it off right away.
“She has such a passion
for the arts,” said Noel.
Both Noel and Bristol
were born in Guyana, a
country on South America’s North Atlantic coast,
and both have creative
minds.
“When I saw her show
in New York, I saw how
everyday women could
have versatility in her
clothes, so I was like

‘OMG, it would be nice if
she would come here,’”
said Bristol, who added that
all of Noel’s clothing is
made in Guyana.
Bristol feels that the
Tampa Bay area needs
more original designs.
“These are unique
items, and we know they
are one-of-a-kind, not being
made in a sweat factory
somewhere,”
Bristol
averred. “It’s the next level
in wearable art.”
Noel’s one-size-fits all
designs are very versatile
and are made for every
woman.
“Size zero or two were
the norm, but the average
person is not a two,” Noel
said. “That’s why with
every show I do I say I
need some real looking
women with some kind of
curves on stage.”
She feels that it’s important for people to feel very
comfortable with what they
are wearing, and not only
just for a comfort level. The
clothing must also give
them that little edge.
“That’s why when you
look at my pieces they are
also a piece of art. It’s not
just a dress or pants, it has
to have something different. It must be a conversation piece.”
Drawing inspiration
from the world around
her, her lattice designs,
which she is famous for,
was inspired by Guyanese
architecture.
“People, they buy it because of the difference
that it is.”
With their flowy
Caribbean and South
American flair, her designs range from every
day wear to the glamor of
the red carpet. In fact, she
had a piece worn to this
year’s Grammy Awards by

jazz musician Ronald “Boo”
Hinkson’s wife.
One of the main reasons
why Noel started Guyana
Fashion Week back in 2007
was to give young talent a
platform because most people will not have the money
to put on a show.
“So much young talent
derived from that show and
they are doing it as a career
and living from it now.”
This year’s fashion week
ran from Nov. 6 to Nov. 13.
It included leadership,
model and hair workshops,
parties galore and of course,
plenty of runway shows.
“It’s a lot of work and I
love it,” Noel said. “When
you love something, even
with challenges, you make
it possible.”
To see more of her fashions, visit sonianoel.com
and like her on Facebook
@Sonia Noel Designs.
Carla Bristol and Sonia Noel
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Providing artistic opportunities
for our youth
ST. PETERSBURG —
Every youth does not
have the desire or the
ability to play sports.
Some teens are more
drawn to the arts such as
singing, playing instruments, acting and dancing.
The
Arts
Conservatory for Teens
(ACT), provides youth
with the opportunity to
develop their creativity
through artistic expression. Founded by Alex
Harris and Herbert Murphy, ACT has been giving
St. Petersburg youth a
chance to shine since
2009.
Unity of Midtown is
partnering with ACT to
make Nov. 18 a day of opportunity for our youth.
The day will begin at 7
a.m. with Champions for
Kids, a complimentary
breakfast performance for
invited guests who have
expressed an interest in
furthering the cause of
teens and the arts.
In the afternoon, ACT
students will have the opportunity to attend sound
check at the Palladium so
that they can personally
meet Grammy Awarding-

Alex Harris, middle, performing
with his ACT students for
the grand opening of Sylvia’s Restaurant.
winning guitarist Norman
Brown and nationally acclaimed vocalist and pianist Rachelle Farrell.
ACT students will also
be providing the entertainment for the Jazzy Jubilee pre-show reception.
In addition to a buffet
meal, ticketed guests will
receive an hour of inspiration from our talented
youth at the Palladium’s
Side at 5:30 p.m. for a donation of $50.
Finally, ACT’s stellar
students will share the

stage with Brown and
Farrell by opening the
Jazzy Jubilee in Hough
Hall at 7 p.m. This will be
a great opportunity for
our kids to put on their resumes that they opened
for two renowned artists.
You don’t want to miss
this chance to see our
youth take their talents to
the next dimension this
Friday, Nov. 18 at the Palladium Theater, 253 5th
Ave. N, St. Pete. For more
information, please visit
unityofmidtown.org.

‘Fighting for the Right to Fight’
ST. PETERSBURG —
Before the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1950s
and 1960s, many African
Americans fought for
equality and the right to
defend their country.
These untold stories are
the latest exhibit at the
St. Petersburg Museum of
History entitled “Fighting
for the Right to Fight:
African American Experiences in World War II.”
On loan from the National WWII Museum, the
exhibit features artifacts,
photographs and oral histories to highlight some of
the extraordinary achievements and challenges of
African Americans during
World War II, both overseas and at home.
This is the first time
the exhibit has been on

display outside of its home
in New Orleans. Through
a myriad of interactive experiences, visitors will discover the wartime stories
of individuals who took
part in this journey of extraordinary challenge, including
Alex
Haley,
Sammy Davis Jr., Benjamin Davis, Jr., Medgar
Evers and more.
The centerpiece of the
exhibit is an original eightminute video about the
famed 332nd Fighter
Group (better known as
the Tuskegee Airmen),
who in many ways became
the public focus of African
American participation
during the war.
Additionally, “Fighting
for the Right to Fight” features two medals representing
the
seven

African Americans who
were awarded the Medal
of Honor in 1997. The exhibit will also provide indepth coverage of lesser
known events and service,
such as that of the USS
Mason, the first American
ship to have a predominately African-American
crew.
This is history that is
ignored and will never be
in a schoolbook. The
Weekly Challenger encourages every parent, religious organization and
civic group to make sure
our youth has a chance to
learn about what makes
them great as a people.
“Fighting for the Right
to Fight: African American
Experiences in World War
II” will be in town through
March 5, 2017.

A black “Rosie the Riveter” works
on a section of a Vultee
Vengeance dive bomber in
Nashville, Tenn., 1943.

New Orleans native
George Monrose was one of more
than 900,000 African Americans
who served in the US Army during
WWII. He went on to serve in
Korea and Vietnam.

Members of an African-American
tank battalion prepare to clear
out enemy positions in Coburg,
Germany, in April 1945.
The 761st Tank Battalion saw
183 consecutive days of combat
while attached to General
George Patton’s Third Army.
On June 25, 1941, FDR
signed Executive Order
8802. His decision was
based partly on the demands of social justice,
but also on the realization
that the United States
could soon drawn into another global war.
Citing the need to expand US economic output
in building the Arsenal of
Democracy, Roosevelt’s
order required all businesses receiving defense

contracts to hire without regard to race. Although businesses did hire African
Americans as a result, discrimination in the workplace persisted.
Executive Order 8802
had no effect on the military. A greater catalyst for
change came on December
7, 1941, when the Imperial
Japanese Navy attacked the
US naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The armed
forces suddenly needed

tens of thousands of new recruits to fill their ranks.
In 1942, Roosevelt
began issuing directives to
the military to increase opportunities for black enlistment. Many military leaders
resisted, however, because
they perceived Roosevelt’s
actions as a social experiment at the time when the
nation was fighting for its
survival. Each branch of the
armed forces responded in
its own way, which was slow.

Dr. Robert C. Weaver,
Chief of the Minority Groups,
Bureau of Placement,
War Manpower Commission,
worked to maximize black
manpower in the defense industry.
The large influx of
black workers in wartime
industry caused many
problems with the predominantly white work force.
Two major events in the US
cast a national focus on the
issue of racial injustice:
More than 350,000 people moved to Detroit during
the war, one in six of them
African American. Racial
tension boiled over into a
riot on June 20, 1943. Lasting three days, the riots resulted in the death of 34

people, including 25 African
Americans. Of the 400 people injured, 75 percent were
black. A shaky peace was
established after Roosevelt
sent soldiers to Detroit, but
tension remained high.
An explosion at the
naval weapons depot in
Port Chicago, Calif., on July
17, 1944, killed or wounded
more than 700 people,
mostly African-American
sailors and laborers. Citing
poor training and constant
pressure from white offi-

cers to disregard safety
protocols, the survivors refused to return to work
after the explosion. Fifty
black sailors were convicted of mutiny and sentenced to prison for up to
15 years. The trial exposed
the rampant discrimination
and racism within the US
Navy. Although the 50 men
were released in January
1946, only one, Freddie
Meeks, has been pardoned
by the federal government.

In June 1942, the US Navy began
accepting black men for service
outside of the steward branch.
William Baldwin was the first
General Service recruit.

African-American workers
assembled aircraft cockpits
soon after completing a war
industry training course.

Segregated facilities, such as this
bus station in Durham,
North Carolina, were a rude
awakening to many northern
African Americans who ventured
into the South for the first time
during their military service.

Black sailors engaged in the
dangerous task of moving shells at
an ammunition depot similar to the
facility at Port Chicago, Calif.

Coast Guard Fireman First Class
Charles Tyner examines the
shrapnel hole in the helmet he
wore during the assault on the
beaches of Southern France.

These women hold a sign reading
“Segregation is Discrimination”
at a demonstration in Houston,
Texas in 1940. Protest against
segregation became more
common during the WWI era.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-240-8373
@FaithCHSP on Twitter

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Your church ad
could be here

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church,
its pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons
and Trustees, and the
entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of
God. At St. Mark, we as
a body of believers are
Christians willing to
work and partner in
unity, praising God for
the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for the November 2016

Nov 19 - Thanksgiving Basket Distribution
Day to Selected Families
Nov 20 - Church
Outing:
Celebrating
Macedonia
Baptist
Church of Rubonia,
Florida Pastor’s 20th
Anniversary at 3:00
p.m.
Nov 24 - Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving
-Sunday school held
for both children and
adults of all ages. Sunday school starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry (YAMS) Every
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Baptist
Training
Union is each Sunday:
5:00 p.m. Members and
the general public are
invited to come out to

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

study the Bible with us,
and learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are
held every Tuesday at
6:00 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays:
2:00-4:00 p.m.
School
Sunday
Teachers’ Meeting is
held every Tuesday:
7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of
Power Bible Study is
held every Wednesday:
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every
Wednesday evening:
7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry Bible Study 1st &
3rd Wednesday of each
month: 7:30 p.m.

19/39 PASTOR AND FIRST FAMILY
APPRECIATION CELEBRATION
Theme: “A Pastor with a Heart for Service”
Scripture: II Chronicles 31:21
AT A GLANCE
Friday, November 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm - “A Simply Black Celebration”
at the St. Petersburg Country Club –
Contact Church for Information and Tickets
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 7:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Alphonso Jackson, Second Baptist Church, Miami
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 10:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Miami
“Dinner is Served in the Upper Room”
Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary Chairperson
Dea. Ernest & Sis. Larnetta Peterson, Chairpersons
Min. Keith & Sis. Carolyn Riggins, Co-Chairpersons

Unity of Midtown

Embracing Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving
is
more than a holiday
that happens once a
year on the fourth
Thursday of November.
Thanksgiving is a daily
practice that increases
the manifestation of
good in our world and
affairs. The challenge
with embracing thanksgiving as an integral
part of our day, every
day is the enemy of
thanksgiving: comparisons and criticisms.
Whenever we compare ourselves to someone else, we are not
operating in thanksgiving. Thanksgiving has
nothing to do with
doing better or worse
than someone else.
Often when there are
natural disasters or crisis, we think it could

have been me and
began to thank God that
it wasn’t. True thanksgiving is never based on
the misfortune of someone else; its only focus
is the goodness of God
in our lives.
Criticism is another
enemy of thanksgiving.
God has not called us to
invest time and energy
in speaking negative
words to or about someone else. When we say
things with the intention of hurting someone else because they
have hurt us or others–
that is destructive criticism.
The goal of constructive criticism is to
help the other person
by starting with the positive and then giving
them areas for improve-

ment. However, any
criticism that is unsolicited can be destructive. We are not the
authority on the lives of
others. If they desire
our opinion, they will
ask for it. When people
ask questions, they are
saying that they are
ready to receive the answer.
Instead of comparing ourselves to others,
be grateful for what we
have and where we are
on our journeys. Instead of criticizing others, appreciate them for
what they do and how
they add value to our
lives. The more we decrease
comparisons
and criticisms, the
more that we will be
able to embrace thanksgiving.
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